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	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3 

	Level descriptors
	The children can identify and locate external parts of the body. They communicate observations of a range of animals in terms of features. They recognise and identify a range of common animals for example, fly, goldfish, robin.
	The children will recognise that living things grow and reproduce. The children will describe in simple terms the changes that take place as humans grow. They sort living things into groups using simple features. They describe the basis for their groupings.
	The children provide simple explanations for changes in living things. They will know that humans need regular exercise in order to stay healthy. They identify ways in which an animal is suited to its environment for example, a fish having fins to help it swim.

	How do the level descriptors relate to QCA Scheme of Work and Classroom practice  
	The children can feel their own bones and say that they are hard.
They know that other animals can have bones.
	The children can state that they have skeletons inside their bodies and muscles attached to the skeletons. They can describe some observable characteristics of bones. The children can list the similarities and differences between the bones of humans and the bones of other animals. They can sort animals into those with and without bony skeletons.
The children will recognise that humans grow from birth to adulthood but will not fully understand that their skeleton also grows.
	The children will describe the main functions of their skeleton, that it supports the body, enables movement and protects internal organs. They will be able to locate and name the ribs, skull and spine.

They will describe observable characteristics of their bones and give reasons why human bones may be similar/ different to the bones of other animals. They can explain how the bodies of animals without bony skeletons are supported.

The children will explain simply why bones are suited to their purpose by describing their properties in terms of hard, strong, smooth etc

They can recognise that their skeletons grow as they grow. 
They can state that movement depends on skeletons and muscles. They know that a muscle needs to shorten to make a bone move.
They can state that when one muscle contracts the other relaxes, they act in pairs.

They will give descriptions showing that they understand that their muscles work harder during exercise.
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